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1. Who are the ESP learners? 

English for Specific Purposes (ESP) learners are a unique group of language learners who require 

specialized language instruction to meet their specific professional, academic, or personal needs. 

As Swales and Feak (2004) noted, ESP is defined as "an approach to language teaching in which 

all decisions as to content and method are based on the learner's reason for learning" (p. 1). This 

approach emphasizes the relevance and practicality of the language instruction and focuses on 

teaching the language skills and vocabulary that are essential for success in a specific field. 

ESP learners come from diverse cultural backgrounds and possess varying levels of English 

proficiency. As Hyland (2006) noted, "The learners of ESP come from a wide range of disciplines, 

backgrounds, and levels of expertise in both their subject area and in English" (p. 60). This 

diversity requires educators to tailor their instruction to meet the specific needs and goals of each 

individual learner. 

To effectively teach ESP, educators must have a deep understanding of the unique needs and goals 

of ESP learners. As Dudley-Evans and St. John (1998) noted, "ESP teachers must be able to 

analyze the communicative demands of the particular discipline or field in question and must be 

able to identify and prioritize the language features that are most relevant and necessary for 

successful communication" (p. 4). This involves identifying the language skills and vocabulary that 

are essential for success in a specific field and designing lesson plans and materials that are 

relevant and engaging. 

 



Moreover, creating a supportive and engaging learning environment is crucial to the success of 

ESP learners. As Robinson (2011) stated, "Learning is most effective in an environment that is 

supportive, encouraging, and stimulating, and which values the learner's own experiences, 

opinions, and knowledge" (p. 67). To achieve this, educators must foster an environment that 

promotes motivation, autonomy, and collaboration among learners. 

In short, ESP learners require specialized language instruction that is tailored to meet their specific 

needs and goals. Educators must possess a deep understanding of the unique needs of ESP learners, 

and be able to identify the language skills and vocabulary that are essential for success in a specific 

field. They must also create a supportive and engaging learning environment that fosters 

motivation and collaboration among learners. As Canagarajah (2013) aptly noted, "Language 

pedagogy must be adapted to the specific needs of the learners in question, and ESP represents an 

important example of this adaptive process" (p. 210). 

2. Key characteristics of ESP learners 

 ESP learners have several characteristics that distinguish them from other language learners. Here 

are some of the key characteristics of ESP learners: 

2.1 Specific language needs: ESP learners have specific language needs related to their field of 

study or work.  

2.2 Motivation: ESP learners are often highly motivated to learn because they need English for 

their specific professional, academic, or personal needs. As Dudley-Evans and St. John (1998) 

stated, "ESP learners are highly motivated, with specific goals and objectives for learning English 

that are directly related to their work or study" (p. 3). 

2.3 Diverse backgrounds: ESP learners come from diverse cultural backgrounds and possess 

varying levels of English proficiency.  

2.4 Relevance: ESP learners expect their language learning to be relevant and applicable to their 

specific field of study or work.  

2.5 Collaborative: ESP learners often work in teams or collaborate with colleagues in their field, 

and therefore need to develop language skills for effective communication in these settings. As 



Robinson (2011) stated, "Effective ESP learning involves collaboration and communication 

between learners, as well as between learners and their teacher" (p. 67). 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, English for Specific Purposes (ESP) learners are individuals who require English 

proficiency for specific professional or academic purposes. These learners have unique 

characteristics that set them apart from general English language learners. ESP learners come from 

a variety of fields, such as medicine, engineering, law, and business, and their language learning 

needs are often highly specialized and specific. They are motivated by practical goals and seek to 

develop language skills that are directly relevant to their field of study or profession. Additionally, 

they often require instruction that is tailored to their specific needs and contexts. The key to 

effective ESP instruction is understanding the learners' unique characteristics and needs and 

providing instruction that is tailored to those needs. By doing so, teachers can help ESP learners 

achieve their language learning goals and succeed in their professional or academic contexts. 

 


